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A BILL

_________________________

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

_________________________

To amend Chapter 28 of Title 47 of the District of Columbia Official Code to revise the eligibility requirements for accountancy licensure by authorizing a holder of a baccalaureate degree with two years of experience and who has passed an examination in accounting and auditing to obtain a license, to allow the Mayor to add additional licensure requirements by rulemaking, and to amend mobility requirements for those who are licensed in another jurisdiction and want to practice in the District. 

	BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this act may be cited as the "Accountancy Practice Amendment Act of 2025".
	Sec. 2. Chapter 28 of Title 47 of D.C. Official Code is amended as follows:
	(a) D.C. Official Code§ 47-2853.42 is amended to read as follows:
	“§ 47-2853.42. Eligibility requirements.
	“(a) An applicant for licensure as a certified public accountant shall establish to the satisfaction of the Board that the applicant:
		“(l) Has passed an examination in accounting and auditing and such related subjects as the Board shall determine to be appropriate;
		“(2)(A) Holds a baccalaureate or post-baccalaureate degree with a concentration in accounting conferred by a college or university acceptable to the Board or holds a degree the Board determines to be substantially equivalent thereto; or. 
			“(B) Holds a baccalaureate degree conferred by a college or university acceptable to the Board supplemented with the equivalent of an accounting concentration, which may include related courses in other areas of business administration; 
		“(3) Has completed the following years of relevant experience: 
			“(A) Two years for an applicant who holds a baccalaureate degree described in paragraph (2)(A) or (B) of this subsection, of which one year may be substituted by having completed an additional 30 semester credit hours above the minimum hours required for a baccalaureate degree; or 
			“(B) One year for an applicant who holds a post-baccalaureate degree described in paragraph (2)(A) of this subsection; and 
		“(4) Meets any other requirements established by rule. 
	“(b) For the purposes of subsection (a)(3) of this section: 
		“(1) “Relevant experience” means providing service or advice representing the skills needed at the time of licensure to serve the public as a certified public accountant. 
		“(2) Relevant experience includes providing any type of business services or advice using accounting, attest, compilation, management advisory, financial advisory, tax, or consulting skills, to the extent such experience has been verified by a person licensed as a certified public accountant. 
		“(3) Whether the experience of an applicant constitutes relevant experience shall be determined by the Board. 
	“(c) The Mayor, pursuant to Title I of the District of Columbia Administrative Procedure Act, approved October 21, 1968 (82 Stat. 1204; D.C. Official Code § 2-501 et seq.), may establish additional licensure requirements by rule to ensure that the applicant has the proper training, experience, and qualifications to practice as a certified public accountant.”. 
	(b) D.C. Official Code § 47-2853.49 is amended as follows: 
		(1) The section heading is amended to read as follows: 
	“47-2853.49. Practice privilege.”. 
		(2) Subsections (a) and (b) are amended to read as follows: 
	“(a) An individual whose principal place of business is not in the District shall have all the privileges of a licensee of the District without the need to obtain a license under § 47-2853.42; provided, that the individual: 
		“(1) Holds a valid, unrestricted license as a certified public accountant (“CPA”) in good standing issued by another state or territory of the United States; and 
		“(2) At the time of initial licensure in the other state or territory, the individual was required to show evidence of having: 
			“(A) Passed the Uniform CPA Examination or another CPA examination approved by the Board; 
			“(B) Satisfied education requirements equivalent to those set forth in § 47-2853.42(a)(2); and 
			“(C) Satisfied experience requirements equivalent to those set forth in § 47-2853.42(a)(3).”. 
	“(b) An individual whose principal place of business is not in the District, who is licensed as a CPA in good standing in another state or territory of the United States, and who had practice privileges in the District under the version of this section that was in effect immediately prior to the effective date of the Accountancy Practice Amendment Act of 2026, as approved by the Committee on Public Works and Operations on June 22, 2026 (Committee print of B26-494), shall continue to have all privileges of a licensee in the District without the need to obtain a license under § 47-2853.42 regardless of whether the individual meets the requirements of this section on the effective date of such legislation.”. 
		(3) Subsection (d) is amended by striking the phrase “shall simultaneously consent, as a condition of the grant of the privilege” and inserting the phrase “shall be deemed to have simultaneously consented, as a condition of the exercise of the privilege” in its place.
	Sec. 3. Fiscal impact statement.
	The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal impact statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975, approved October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a). 
	Sec. 4. Effective date. 
	This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of congressional review as provided in section 602(c)(1) of District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of Columbia Register.





