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Thank you for joining. We’ll get started shortly.

August 18, 2025



Understanding Home Rule

• What is Home Rule?
• How does Home Rule work?
• What would it take to end Home Rule?



Public Safety & Crime in D.C.

• Council has passed 2 major public safety bills:
• Secure DC Omnibus Amendment Act
• Peace DC Omnibus Amendment Act

• 52% drop in violent crime over the last two years
• Some of the lowest crime rates we have seen in 30 

years
• I will never be satisfied with any level of crime. We 

need to be clear about what could help, and why what 
the Administration is doing is not helping.



Protecting Our Immigrant Neighbors
•  ICE Emergency Hotlines

• MSMA: 202-335-1183
• CASA (Maryland & Virginia only): 

888-214-6016

• Migrant Solidarity Mutual Aid (MSMA)
• 202-335-1183
• dcmigrantmutualaid.org

• Ayuda
• 202-387-4848 
• ayuda.com

• Amica Center for Immigrant Rights 
• 202-331-3320 
• amicacenter.org

• CARECEN
• 202-328-9799 
• carecendc.org

More resources: brianneknadeau.com/immigration-resources/
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Protecting Our Unhoused Neighbors

• Shelter hotline: 202-399-7093
• For youth (ages 18-24), call the Runaway and Homeless Youth 

Hotline: (202) 547-7777
• Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless: 202-328-5500
•  Outreach/service providers:

•  Miriam’s Kitchen: 202-452-8926
•  Pathways to Housing: 202-529-2972
•  Community Connections: 202-546-1512

More resources: brianneknadeau.com/resources/
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What You Can Do
• Free DC
• Mutual Aid
• Way Home
• Call Congress
• Contact Councilmembers, Mayor, 
Congress



FREE DC



About Free DC



Free DC is a renewed 
movement to protect DC 
Home Rule and win dignity for 
the people of the District of 
Columbia. 



What is Home Rule?
Home Rule gives DC the power to elect our local 
Mayor and Councilmembers (and ANCs!), control 
our own budget, and decide our own laws. 

Every function of our government is only possible because of home 
rule. 
Examples: DC Public Schools, garbage pick-up, parks, senior services, food 
programs, and so much more. 



This movement’s history

Marion Barry’s 1966 
“Free DC” campaign 
helped win Home 
Rule

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton 
during the Hands Off DC 
organizing in 2023

Free DC in 2025Anise Jenkins of Stand 
Up For Democracy

…and many others not named



The Problem



Potential interference from Congress:

● Restricting how we spend local funds
● Terminate DC’s Office of Racial Equity or Office of LGBTQ+ Affairs
● Lower the qualifications required for for early childhood educators
● Restrict ballot access in our local elections
● Eliminate vaccination requirements 
● Requiring DC to recognize concealed carry permits issued by states, 

and also allow “any magazine(s)” to be used in those guns
● Permanently prohibit DC funds from being spent on abortion
● Prohibit DC from using funds for emergency migrant housing

These are all real bills introduced by Congress.



Potential interference by executive action:

● Illegally firing thousands of workers and causing a spike in local 
unemployment

● Increasing sweeps of unhoused neighbors
● Increasing enforcement by ICE
● Prohibiting drag and censoring the arts
● Inciting fear to legitimize increased policing
● Pressuring our local elected officials to obey in advance

Many of these are already happening.



The Context



Deploy 
Military 

Domestically

Federal Law 
Enforcement 

Overreach

Direct 
Investigations 
Against Critics

Give License 
to 

Lawbreaking

The Autocrat 
Won’t Leave

Regulatory 
Retaliation

From The Authoritarian Playbook

The Authoritarian Playbook

https://www.authoritarianplaybook2025.org/
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● They will stoke fear and chaos to 
keep us off-balance.

● They will make threats to get 
people to obey in advance.

● They will weaponize fear of 
subgroups to keep us divided and 
apart.

What to Expect



What Works

Do Not 
Obey in 
Advance

1

Prioritize
Joy

2

Take Up
Space

3

Practice
Solidarity

4

Organize

5

*A condensed version



● “Why Civil Resistance Works: The Strategic Logic of 
Nonviolent Conflict” by Erica Chenoweth and Maria J. 
Stephan

● "A Force More Powerful: A Century of Non-violent 
Conflict" by Peter Ackerman and Jack DuVall

● “CANVAS Core Curriculum: A Guide to Effective 
Nonviolent Struggle” by Popovic et al

● “From Dictatorship to Democracy” by Gene Sharp

The Research



Free DC’s organizing



Our Structure
Ward Teams

● Our basebuilding 
engine

● Hold community 
events 

● Welcome in new 
people

● One for each of the 8 
Wards plus MD+VA

● Led by co-chairs
● Meet monthly

● Our response engine
● Work on specific issues 

or serve key functions
● Build relationships that 

allow for higher trust 
actions

● Work with allied 
partner organizations

● Coordinate in Signal 
and meet ad hoc

Working Groups



Where to Start



Courage is contagious

































Main office line: 202-724-8181
Email: bnadeau@dccouncil.gov
Website: BrianneKNadeau.com

Thank you for joining.

August 18, 2025
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